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CALL FOR PROPOSALS TO IMPROVE MATERNAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH, REDUCE MATERNAL MORTALITY AND IMPROVE HEALTH AND EDUCATION FOR WOMEN AND YOUNG GIRLS IN UGANDA AND RWANDA

GRANT PROPOSAL GUIDELINES FOR 2011
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT PROPOSAL:   JUNE 15, 2011
ANNOUNCEMENT OF GRANT AWARDS:  AUGUST 1, 2011
BACKGROUND:

The mission of The MAIA Foundation (“MAIA”) is to support and advocate for improved health and health literacy for women and girls in Sub-Saharan Africa.  MAIA specifically seeks to improve maternal health, reduce maternal mortality, increase access to reproductive services, health education, and life skills education in schools through community based organizations. MAIA will award one-year grants of $2,500 to a maximum of $25,000 to community-based organizations, health care facilities or local branches of international non-governmental organizations that have a track record of working effectively to improve women’s health and health literacy.   MAIA will support these initiatives with one-year grants beginning on August 1, 2011 and may renew current grants based on funding needs, outcomes, measurable impact, and opportunities for shared learning. MAIA will make every effort to fund worthy proposals and will likely receive more requests for funding this year than the number of grants MAIA can award. Grant Awards will be announced by August 1, 2011, with funding by August 15, 2011.  MAIA welcomes proposals that address the issues noted above from organizations that meet the criteria noted below. 

CRITERIA FOR GRANT FUNDING
COUNTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS:
RWANDA AND UGANDA 
The geographic focus of MAIA’s grant making is Sub-Saharan Africa. This is MAIA’s second year of grantmaking.  In order to focus efforts in a sustained and effective manner, MAIA is accepting grant proposals from organizations in Rwanda and Uganda. This may include current and new potential grantees in these two countries. Grant proposals must be submitted to MAIA, via email or facsimile (instructions below), no later than June 1, 2011 to be considered for funding. 
ELIGIBLE ORGANIZATIONS:  Primary or Secondary Schools, Community based non-profit organizations, local NGOs linked to an international NGO, Health Center or Hospital, academic institutions, medical or specialty societies. 
SELECTION CRITERIA:

MAIA will consider proposals that seek to:
· reduce maternal mortality

· improve access to high quality obstetric care

· improve safe childbirth

· provide education about family spacing
· provide access to  family spacing services

· provide life-skills and /or vocational training to vulnerable girls and women

· reduce gender and sexual violence, especially in vulnerable populations

· provide mental health services to vulnerable women and girls
MAIA will apply the following criteria to the selection of grant winners:

· clarity of the proposal: specificity of the request including explanation of need and identification of interventions.

· delineation of clear and measurable outcomes 

· proposal’s consistency with MAIA’s mission

· evidence of the applicant’s experience and success addressing women’s health and education needs.
· detailed and specific budget

MAIA will not fund:  individuals; scholarships for individual use; government agencies; organizations that are designed solely to influence legislation or elect public officials; organizations or programs solely intended to generate income to individuals; fundraising drives; or endowments.  MAIA is non-discriminatory; MAIA will not fund programs that limit participation based on race, religion, gender, economic status, or nationality.

INSTRUCTIONS

PLEASE LIMIT YOUR GRANT PROPOSAL TO TEN PAGES OR LESS.  E-MAIL SUBMISSION IS PREFERRED.
GRANT PROPOSAL QUESTIONS:

To be considered the proposal should outline the following:  

1. Describe when and why your organization was started, and by whom.

2. Briefly describe the main activities of your organization.

3. Briefly outline the organization’s major accomplishments since its inception.

4. Describe how the organization is operated (including its management, number of paid staff, number of volunteers, location of activities, and ways that the community participates in its work).

5. What is the specific proposal for which your organization seeks funding from MAIA and why? What are data that support the request?  (If this a request from a current MAIA grantee for an additional year of funding, please explain how you will build upon the activities, knowledge, findings of your current grant.)
6. How many women and girls will your organization reach? 
7. What are the metrics that will define success for the program?

8. Outline the specific request in US $.  (MAIA awards grants of $2,500 to $25,000 only)  Please attach a detailed budget.

9. Describe the organization’s budget for the most recent financial year including an explanation of its sources of funding?  Please list the names of the donor organizations and indicate the currency and exchange rate used.

10. Attach any relevant reports to the proposal. (e.g. annual or quarterly reports).

Please also include full contact information for your organization, including:

· Contact person’s name and title

· Name of organization   

· Mailing Address (PO Box and street address, if available)

· Telephone and facsimile numbers

· E-mail address, and website address, if applicable. 

THE DECISION PROCESS:

The deadline for submission of grant proposals is June 1, 2011.  Funding decisions and grant notification will take place by August 1, 2011, with funding by August 15, 2011.  
Please forward any questions and grant proposals via E-MAIL (preferred) or FACSIMILE to:
Barbara DeBuono, M.D. at:  barbaradebuono@gmail.com and

Laureen DeBuono at:  ldebuono@yahoo.com.

The MAIA Foundation, Inc.
229 Brannan Street, Suite 5J

San Francisco, CA  94107 USA

Facsimile:  1 + 415-896-1935
E-mail:  info@themaiafoundation.org
Thank you.
Barbara and Laureen DeBuono                                           
Co-Founders

The MAIA Foundation, Inc.
www.themaiafoundation.org
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